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Dear Friends,

Greetings from Bangalore and Home
of Hope. Starting this month we hope to
keep you updated with news from our Home
for so many of you that support God’s work
here in so many ways.

Currently there are aboutl60
residents The Home can comfortably house
about80 residents so we are most certainly
overflowing. The police keep dropping
people off at the site and it is hard to say no.
As you can imagine, it can get quite
cramped while sleeping at night. There are
mattresses available that are being used on
the floor.

We are adding people at the rate of
15-20 per month. Lately several of the
people dropped off at the Home are close to
death either with AIDS or Cancer. Most of
these people die within a week of being
admitted into the home. Usually they require
quite a bit of attention, physically and
medically due to the advanced stage of their
illness. When someone dies, if we have any
information on their family, they have to be
informed, a death certificate obtained from a

doctor before the body is buried or
cremated.
Our Website

The Website is being updated

currently. If you have noticed, the current
website has not been updated for a long time
and the information is quite old. The
technology with which the site was created
is also outdated as it does not allow for the
possibility to make regular updates. The new
website will be more interactive and will be
done with modern technology that will allow
Raja to go in and put in current information
on a regular basis. The website will also
have links for people to contribute and also
for people to register themselves as “friends
of the home”. The website is expected to be
completed by the end of September. So stay
tuned for updates.
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Daniel Christopher of Rich Art
Works a freelance web developer and a
friend of the Home, is doing much of the
updating work of the website with the latest
technology as a blessing for next to no cost.
We are grateful to the Lord for His
provision.

Water Supply
Current situation

Currently the site does not have access to
water supply. Since it is on a rocky surface
the possibility to drill a “bore well” is not a
viable option. Even if attempted this could
end up being expensive and not “hit” water
after much effort. The interim solution
currently is to purchase water from a nearby
site and this is being brought to the site
using a Tractor and filled in the sump. The
water is then pumped to the overhead via an
electric motor. Overall this is not a reliable
option as we are dependent on whether or
not we can get water on a daily basis from
this remote site and it involves the operation
(and maintenance) of the tractor.

Long term option

A small Bible college nearby (within 500
meters) from Home of Hope has offered to
provide water (free of charge) to the site
from their bore well. This would involve
some expense for laying the piping, a 5 HP
motor to be sunk into the borewell to pump
the water with enough pressure and some
wiring work. The KEB (Karnataka
Electricity Board) has done an assessment of
what needs to be done. There is small stretch
(about 100 meters) that would have to be
wired with 3 phase connection. Once this is
done, the rest of the work can be done
starting with digging to lay the piping. Even
though there is an initial investment with
this option, it is a good long term solution as
the supply of water will be more reliable and
the overall cost much cheaper. A friend
(industrialist) of the Home has offered to
bear the costs of the piping, motor and
wiring for this project. We thank the Lord
for his generosity.
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Opportunities for sponsorship

For those of you that may be interested in
sponsoring the costs of residents of Home of
Hope, here are some details. It costs us
approximatelyRs. 500per person per month
for food, clothing, medicines, utilities and
miscellaneous expenses. Please keep in
mind that this applies to people that are
generally “healthy”. If they are sick the costs
are significantly higher. If you are
considering sponsorship on a regular basis,
this should give you some general idea of
what you need to take into account.
Eventually we shall put up information on
the website for sponsorship for those of you
that may be interested. We can send out an
information packet to you.

Gifts in kind

Lately, more and more people have
expressed a desire to provide gifts in kind.
We are grateful for whatever the Lord
provides through our friends. Some
examples of items that we can always use
are as follows...
Food — Rice, Sugar, Salt, Wheat, Flour,
Dhal, Biscuits, Snacks etc.
Cleaning Products — Soap, Laundry
Detergent, Dettol, Air  Fresheners,
Disinfectant Spray, Mops, Buckets, etc.
Clothing — Used clothes in practically all
sizes, male or female

Long Term plans

It is our hope to acquire land (approx. 5
acres) and move to a site where we can be
more self sufficient and have room to grow.
There are people willing to build a facility if
the land is available. Raja has applied to the
government for land several times, but so far
no response has been received. There is a
plot of land about 3 acres that is within
5kms from the current site that would be
ideal. If the Chief Minister of Karnataka can
be influenced this site can become available.
We would value your prayers for this site or
any other suitable one to become available.
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We Dbelieve that God will provide in His
timing if we wait patiently upon Him.

Recognition
On Aug 15 Raja was recognized by the

Governor of Karnataka for tH&¥® time. The
award was presented at Raj Bhavan by the
Governor Shri. T.N. Chaturvedi. It also
included a cash award oRs. 10,000/
Previously the same award was given to
Raja in 2002. Raja also had the chance to
meet the Chief Minister Mr. Kumaraswamy
at this ceremony and was able to bring up
the subject of needing land to build a larger
Home. Some pictures included at the end of
this Newsletter.

Family News
Raja’s wife Devi continues to take care of

the family. The girls —Blessie (11) and
Epsiba (9) and boySamuel(7) are all doing
fine and studying well. As for the extended
family, there are 10 staff members at the
Home that keep it running smoothly. Please
pray that we would work together as a team
as this can be a challenge on many days.

We would love to hear from you. We trust
that God has been keeping you safe and in
the center of His loving care. Thank you for
standing with us. Our contact details are
given here below.

Home of Hope

Doddagubbi Village, K.R.C Road
Next to KRC

Bangalore 562149

India

Phone: +91 80 2844 5509
Email: joshuatraja@rediffmail.com (or)
newarkmissionofindia@yahoo.com
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Raja receiving the award from the Governor
of Karnataka 15 Aug 2006

Raja with the Mysore Peta, an honour
bestowed by the State of Karnataka on high
achievers

Will the real Raja stand up please?
Raja with the Chief Minister of Karnataka
Mr. H. D. Kumaraswamy

Raja receivi te SuvarFl‘a Karnatak
from Mr. Prabhakar Reddy

S|
a award
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